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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2009-205
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: February 24, 2009
Committee(s) of Reference: F
Date of Analysis: February 26, 2009
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment; appropriation; authorization to establish administrative policies
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 106 – Budget and Accounting Code – in Part 5 – Allowances and Expense Accounts – to authorize the Mayor to establish Vehicle Use and Allowance Policies and to prohibit City employees from utilizing a “take-home” car or receiving a vehicle allowance except in accordance with the approved policies.  The bill appropriates $1,983,848 as a new allocation from the Banking Fund and reallocates $4,158,850 in existing funds among various internal service funds to revise the funding for take home vehicles and vehicle allowances.  It also sets a standardized vehicle allowance rate of $500 per month for various constitutional officers and deletes references in the Code to take-home vehicle authorizations for specific City department heads.  The bill authorizes the Mayor’s initial Vehicle Use and Allowance Policy.  It also amends Schedule B4c to the FY08-09 budget, the Fleet Management Vehicle Replacement List, to reflect the changes in vehicle assignments made by the adoption of the new take-home vehicle and allowance policy.
Background Information: During the FY08-09 budget hearing process the Finance Committee discussed the fact that the City’s policy for the authorization of take-home vehicles and vehicle allowances had not been examined in many years, and that vehicle allowance amounts varied among the employees receiving them.  At the committee’s request the administration surveyed other jurisdictions for their policies and rates for take-home vehicles and allowances and crafted a standard policy to be promulgated by the Mayor.
The policy provides that take-home vehicles and allowances shall be assigned to positions, not to particular employees.  Full-time park-and-ride vehicles shall be assigned to employees while on duty when at least one of the following criteria is met: 1) it is important for the public to know that the driver is a COJ representative (i.e. emergency responders, field inspectors); 2) the position requires travel that would likely damage a personal vehicle (i.e. off-road use); or 3) the position requires driving over 700 miles per month, excluding to and from home.  Take-home vehicles shall be assigned to employees when at least one of the following criteria is met: 1) the position is such that the employee is considered to be on the clock or at work upon leaving his or her primary residence; 2) the employee is required to routinely (average twice or more per week) report directly to and perform work at multiple City locations; or 3) the employee is required to routinely (average twice or more per week) leave work from multiple City locations.  Automobile allowances are authorized when an employee meets all of the following criteria: 1) unless otherwise provided in the Ordinance Code, the position must be an appointed official, Mayor’s Aide, or position designated by the Mayor; 2) the position must drive at least 200 miles per month on City business (excluding to and from home); and 3) unless otherwise provided in the Ordinance Code, the Mayor or his designee must approve the allowance in writing.  
Policy Impact Area: Automobile assignments and allowances
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $1,983,848 as a new allocation from the Banking Fund for the purchase of vehicles on the vehicle replacement list attached to the FY08-09 budget.  The remaining $4,158,850 appropriated by the bill is a revenue-neutral reallocation of existing vehicle-related funds among various departmental and internal service accounts to reflect the operation of the new vehicle allowance and take-home vehicle policies.
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